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“ Good, my lord, pardon me ; 
‘“* Though I am bound to every act of duty, 
“*T am not bound to that all slaves are free to,— 
“ Utter my thoughts?” 


ANTI-MASONRY. > 


‘Tne American public are awakening to the develope- 
ment, which Free Masonry has made of its licentious ten- 
dency ; and, also, to the investigation of the principles of 
this prodigious society. The members of the Fraternity 
are not swift to hear doubts of its superlative excellence ; 
and, when an individual does perceive the dangerous nature 
of the system, he charitably hopes he is mistaken in his 
opinion and withdraws silently from the connexion. This, 
thousands have done, whom the want of thorough informa- 
tion forbade to indulge the thought of an open breach with 
the venerable Order. 

The profane, to use Free Masonry’s term, have exercised 
a becoming spirit of forbearance. They believe the mys- 
tery to be worthless, but they have all confidence in Wash- 
ington, and the clergymen members. They are slow to 
interfere in the Anti-Masonic controversy. Some are even 
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ready to reject the truths which are told, as proceeding 
from a despicable spirit, like tales out of school: they join 
with the supporters of Free Masonry, jest at the abduction 
of a free citizen, and serve for an atmosphere to support 
and diffuse the mists, which naturally arise from this fen of 
vanity and lies, to cover the iniquity of the mystery; ma- 
king Captain M. run away to give currency to his book, or 
sending him a peddling ; again, across the Rocky Mountains, 
with a hunter’s habit and fare; and, last of all, representing 
him a Mahomedan on the shores of the Mediterranean. 
ns So, SP =‘ The tongue of falsehood is the sword of 
Free Masonry as certainly as the word of 
truth is the sword of the Lord. The devil knows well, 
that, seen in his own hand, this sword falls powerless; and 
he adroitly slips it into the hands of the minieters of Light, 
into the hands of the sons of Truth. They wield it with 
might, not only against the good name of Captain Morgan, 
and against the virtue of his lonely widow, and against the 
honest parentage of his helpless orphans; but they strike 
with a reckless spirit at the entire host, who have arisen in 
righteous indignation, to protect injured innocence, and to 
vindicate the broken laws. ‘Thousands of these left handed 
sons of Benjamin, can sling a stone to a hair’s breadth, in 
behalf of their brethren of Gibeah; but the ten thousands 
of Israel are beholding, in the story of Captain Morgan’s 
fate, as it were, his dead body severed and sent among 
them, to stir their sensibility. They awake: all who aee 
it say, there was no such deed done or seen, from the day our 
Israel came up out of the land of bondage unto this day: 
consider of it; take advice and speak ; all the people arise 
as one man; they record their vow in Utica: There shall 
not any of us give his vote to Benjamin to any office; and, 
although defeat may once and again be commissioned to 
chastise us, a final triumph over the enemy is sure. 

It is made a reproach to Anti-Masonry, that it seeks the 
field of politics ; that it regards men with a view to political 
preferment, as they side upon a question disconnected with 
Jiberal politics. 
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On this point, the righteous cause gives = * 
answer, that it does not seek the field of 
politics; nor does it seek men in any field: but Anti-Masonry 
does seek, and will seek Free Masonry wherever the crea- 
ture may lurk, in the hall of legislation, on the bench of 
justice, or in the chair of the executive; wherever Free 
Masonry with its iniquitous oaths may hide, there Anti- 
Masonry will lay hold of it, neither abashed by the dignity 
of the ermine, nor lulled by the sanctimony of the surplice. 
Anti-Masonry is a principle; and principles cannot turn 
aside for men: it is rooted hostility to secret societies, it 
will allow of none ; and men actuated by this principle, are 
constrained to require, that citizens belonging to a secret 
society, should renounce its unequal obligations, to entitle 
thein to equal confidence in the community. 

Free Masonry is deeply connected with politics, and Anti- 
Masonry must be. The sly connexion of the mystic intriguer 
with party strife.is a secret of the lodge room, unknown to 
honourable men in the F'raternity, and unsuspected by 
the profane ; while the connexion of Anti-Masonry is public, 
honourable, and avowed. The avowal of the one, and the 
discovery of the other happened thus. 

When the outrages of F ree Masonry in esl to the'Lachs. 
New York had been fairly discerned, and Fature. 
their source was clearly seen in the wicked obligations of 
the vain-glorious Order ; when the culprits in public estima- 
tion, insultingly defied the arm of the public authority, and 
pointed, as their security, to their brethren holding the sword 
of justice and the arbitrement of law, and mingling in every 
jury; when attempts to take suspected criminals, and to 
convict those taken, were sometimes defeated in one unex- 
pected way, and sometimes in another, easily traced to the 
connivance of men active in the brotherhood, and easily ac- 
counted for by the unrighteous oaths of the Order, the in- 
jured people appealed to the Legislature for relief, and res- 
pectfully solicited special aid to investigate the true charace 
ter of the outrages, and to bring the offenders to justice. 
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OF a al ~~ Their heartfelt. prayer was a subject of 

ridicule ; the bill reported for their relief was 
rejected by a vote of 74 to 23, and their public petition was 
secretly refused; a vote of 41 to 30 laying the subject asleep 
upon the legislative table. 

In that day the people were wroth; their houses had been 
fired by night, their fellow citizens had been kidnapped, had 
been dragged through the country without law, and one they 
believed, put to death contrary to law, and for sympathy 
they received mocking, and insults instead of redress. 
a et In that day the incensed people indig- 

nantly resolved to vindicate their own cause ; ) 
they resolved to place no man in power, to put no man in 
authority over them, to vote for no man who is pledged to the 
interests, and to the honour of a dark Mystery, whose pro- 
fane obligations are held in some minds paramount to all 
laws, human and divine. They saw the oath to support the 
constitution, and to enforce the laws, sink before the oaths 
to the mystic brotherhood ; and this in many men of whom 
they had believed better things. They saw their patriotic 
endeavours ridiculed by men acting in secret combination, 
and defeated ; they saw their prayer for legislative aid turned 
rudely aside; they felt in their hearts the insolent threaten- 
ings of men active in the Brotherhood, denouncing to them 
danger in the streets, and insecurity in their dwellings, while 
they continued to wrestle with the giant Free Masonry, and 
their bosoms glowed with just resentment: they determined, 
some religiously, and some it is to be feared, irreligiously, 
but all determined to be free from Free Masonry ; they would 
not brook it ;-they would not submit to it; they would not : 


endure it. 


They decreed 
its political death, 


ee ee, ee 


——— +o 


They could not consent to hold their 
houses and property, their liberty, their 
very lives and good name, at the mysterious will of Free 
, Masonry. They could not parley with this, adversary ; | 
give its children their preference at the polls, or slumber 
under its holy pretensions. however sustained by official 
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dignity, or personal sanctity. No; they resolved to ques- 
tion the midnight thing in every shape ; to oppose it in every 
form, and to expel it by the ballot boxes from every high 
place and low place in the gift of the people. It has proved 
false to the constitution, false to the laws, and false to reli- 
gion ; and the just vow of its expulsion from every public 
trust went forth in righteous indignation. Those who do 
not know these things will inform themselves: and being 
informed, they cannot condemn Anti-Masonry for improper 
political connexions. ‘They will be themselves compelled 
on principle to side with it, or against it at the polls. 

Thus commenced a moral tempest, which |, ‘The | hurricane 

. purifies the 
is pervading the land. Wherever it comes, air. 
the moral atmosphere is found charged with opposite elec- 
tricities sufficient to sustain the violence of the storm. The 
temper which lighted the midnight conflagration in Batavia, 
which seized and bore away Col. Miller, by daylight, and 
Capt. Morgan by moonlight ; which in the powder magazine 
of Fort Niagara refused to its victim devoted to die, the use 
of a Bible earnestly implored, lest it should lead to the dis- 
covery of the assassins, is found now in many masonic Fra- 
ternities far from the scene of those transactions ; and is 
uniformly met and will be met, with resolute opposition. 
The whirlwind is widely engendered, the elements of the 
Order are thrown into confusion, the affections of ten thou- 
sand bosoms are shaken, families are divided, churches are 
sundered, and no mortal arm can stay the progress of the 
storm : its violence, however, may be moderated, its noxious 
vapours may be dispersed and abstracted, and it may be 
confined to sweep our country of Free Masonry alone; 
clean as the winds of heaven. 

To stop Anti- Masonry we would not; to , Five Masons 
separate it from politics we cannot; toturn them-elves of 
. er - obligations preju- 
it upon men rather than principles, we will dicial to equal 
not; but we shall in perfect good temper ~ 
continue to present facts which will call the good men in thé 
Yraternity to abandon it; and leave the Order destitute of a 
man qualified to hold any office of trust. Anti-Masonry and 
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politics were lawfully wedded by the Legislature of New 
York in 1827 ; no man can separate them. They despised 
through masonic influence the prayer of the people for the re- 
dress of injuries ; and the people have determined with the 
sword of the ballot box to storm the citadel of power, and to 
appoint them new masters: Free Masonry may complain, 
but it cannot stay their hand. 
nave ee goissens =~ Offfice proves talent, and Masons, by this 
gn to 

intrench in every proof, have a large share of the talents of 
office. 4 . . 

society. We will not believe, however, that 
considerable districts of our country, yield to the lodges 
every individual resident fit to discharge a public trust ; 
but we know considerable districts, in which the trusts of 
honour and emolument are chiefly held by members of the 
mystic tie. Yet we impute to Masons no design to engross 
all the honours of the people in any case. Did a design 
exist, many, who now aid in producing such a result, would 
revolt and expose it. But it is the nature of the subtle 
institution, to beguile its members ; to seem to shun poli- 
tics, while it secures the best official stations for its mem- 
bers. And thus it is done. 

Men coming together for many miles around, upon the 
frivolous business of Free Masonry, meet in the lodge- 
room, become acquainted, and call each other “ brother,” 

“ Friends and Brothers all.” 
When the Lodge is closed, those retire who have no busi- 
ness, or pleasure to detain them ; the rest tarry, make mer- 
ry, talk over public affairs, and whv will be a candidate for 
this post, and who for that. ‘Their hearts mellow with the 
fraternal spirit, and it is next to impossible in thinking of 
suitable candidates for public office. to keep out of mind 
the worthy brother of their political party, with whom they 
have spent jovial seasons of mirth. The company are of 
one mind; they are a political caucus in effect, without 
suspecting it in their own hearts ; they scatter to their se- 
veral places of abode ; each holds the same language among 
his neighbours, and a concert of opinion is expressed, 
which seems like the utterance of the public will; no ether 





No. 3.| ANB MONPHLY MAGAZINE. 75 


name is so much spoken of, and the brother mason comes 
quietly into power ; few considering, that, had it not been for 
Free Masonry, ten men in the community would have been 
thought of, sooner than he. 

Ambitious young men see the elevating tendency of the 
Order; that a union with the Fraternity gives influence 
among the brethren, without injury among the profane ; and 
this induces great numbers ‘v take on them the unequal ob- 
ligations of Free Masonry. 

Because men of opposite political par- —_—_ ree Masonry, 
ties gather in the same lodge-room, is not a is chao ope. 
sufficient reason to believe Free Masonry _ litical advantage. 
innocent of all political influence. It is enough to prove, 
that the Lodge itse/f is not a caucus; but when the Lodge 
is closed, politicians of different sects easily draw into 
separate circles. and each circle naturally prefers a brother 
mason of its own political sect, for a candidate to office. 
The Fraternity have no design to impose their own mem- 
bers upon the community as candidates for official sta- 
tions ; it is the natural result of the secret system itself. 
Whether there be political divisions, ur ot, the active po- 
litician more naturally has his eye arrested by the qualifi- 
cations of a masonic brother, than a stranger. And thus 
the secret system give- its members an easy but an undue 
political advantage, obtained wholly at the expense of non- 
masons, for the sole benefit of Free Masons, 


The people are jealous of this institution. Anti-masonry 
More than fifty newspapers have opened J, %.‘elled tc 
their columns to pourtray itscharacter; they *!©eP- 
will give it no rest in any public place. Free Masonry 
must hide in its own labyrinths, and those who support it, 
must be content to hide with it. Give Free Masons time 
to examine, and to consider; in view of their partialities, 
allow double time, if it be used to examine and to consider ; 
and then every upright and just man will abjure the obliga- 
tions of Free Masonry. But if not, that is their choice, 
and not ours. We would that they should renounce: we 
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give them facts, as we think, demanding it. We give them 
time to consider; we set before them the consequences, 
not to threaten, but to assure them we are in earnest. And 
what can we do more? Not for their sakes say: Free 
Masonry, live forever ? 

The politician * No, put down Free Masonry, but keep 
qnegeet. out of politics.” The advice may be good, if 
it could be followed. To meet disciplined troops, untrained 
militia are not equal. Free Masonry is a veteran in dis- 
cipline ; and those who would oppose it, must choose some 
form of action, which, by a combination of effort, will enable 
them to meet the phalanx of the enemy. To form a society 
to oppuse it, would be inconsistent. Only two forms of as- 
sociation exist, which can be turned to this purpose: these 
are religion and politics. If the religious societies enter 
the field, ‘ priest-craft!’’ is heard—* priest-craft! priest- 
craft!’ The knowing ones see it at once; and our 
Churches keep back. Politicians meet it, and beat it: 
mark it with their aim, and reach it at the polls; though it 
lift itself on high, they attain to it, they stain the pride of 
its glory, they bring it down to the ground, they trample it 
under foot, they easily, in this free country, make Free 
Masonry bite the dust. Let them alone. 

sikshndiden Free Masonry will no more die a natural 
paastee, death, than sin; it must be sought out and 
destroyed. Like a troublesome weed, it is not enough to 
root it up; it must be dried and burnt lest the seed spring 
after the root has perished. Our politicians are effectually 
rooting it up; our Churches will at length kindle and roast 
it in the fire. , 
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MR. SOUTHWICK’S ORATION. 


An Oration delivered by appointment, on the fourth day of 
July, 1828, in presence of the Convention of Seceding Free 
Masons, and a vast concourse of their fellow citizens, at 
the Presbyterian church, in the village of Le Roy, in the 
County of Gennessee, and State of New York, by So.omon 
Soutuwick, President of the Convention, and once a mark 
Master Mason. “ Ye have ploughed wickedness, ye have 
reaped iniquity ; ye have eaten the fruit of lies,” &c. Hos. 
x. 13,14. 81 pages, Oct., Albany, Webster and Wood. 


Free Masonry confers upon her foes this high honour, 
that they risk their lives in the discharge of their duty. In 
time of public tranquillity, occasions are not common, when 
the souls of men are tried for their country ; but in war, 
or in peace, the soul that fearlessly offers itseif at the post 
of danger for public good, is one that a free people will 


honour, and a rescued people will love. 

It is a rare thing for a man voluntarily to ~ The reward of 
throw himself in behalf of his country into grees 
the forefront of the battle, breasting the enemy, and hazard- 
ing a shot from his tardy friends in the rear; but this is glo- 
rious, and, living or dying, men will praise it. No matter if 
the devoted patriot has a fault; the ransomed people for- 
getitin their gratitude. Every generation of Americans will 
revere the proscribed Samuel Adams, although of a sturdy 
temper, and the brave General Wayne although familiarly 
called mad Anthony ; and a host of others, who had pa- 
triotism to expose their lives for their country, and who had 
courage to brave British power for American liberty, but 
yet failed to emulate the prudence of Washington. ‘These 
men did not split hairs in the public service ; they freely 
devoted life and limb. Their country measures the reward 
of glory in a similar spirit ; unmindful of their infirmities, 
she records their names in brilliant light upon the page of 
history. 

11 
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re Shall we leap, We speak now of temper; whichis better, 
shall we wait? : 
to have the very violence of Martin Luther 

with his celebrity among Protestant reformers, or patiently 
to endure the errors of the Church? Which is better, to 
throw off the yoke of Free Masonry, with the indignant 
feelings of insulted freedom, and of injured truth ; or meek- 
ly to bear that yoke with its profane imposture? Say, ye 
that find more to condemn in the zeal of Mr. S. than to 
praise in his independence ; that find more to resent in the 
severity of Mr. S. than to admire in his alacrity, and to ap- 
prove in his fidelity ; whether is it better, to leap at once 
out of a foul conspiracy against truth and civil liberty, or 
to tarry? to leap even beyond the necessary bounds, or to 
wait after conviction, until the way has been cleared by so 
many, that assassination and infamy, the penalty of its 
obligations, are not hazarded in the crowd ? 
ft Southwick’s It reflects high honour upon the courage 

os and patriotic spirit of Mr. Southwick, that 
he, a Mason, gave his name and influence and paper de- 
votedly to the cause of truth, and to the annihilation of the 
foul mystery of Free Masonry, at a period when the threats 
of that spirit, which drank the blood of Capt. Morgan, were 
loud and appalling ; at a period when scarcely a man east of 
the Gennessee who had a name to give, dared bestow it upon 
the cause of an oppressed people, though convinced that 
cause was just; at a period when the public prints held si- 
lence, or joined the scofling of Free Masonry, and the 
whisper of discontent in the circle of the Fraternity, was 
hushed by the potent nod and grip, and sharp rebuke of the 
mistress of signs, the mother of secret abominations. 

To this day distinguished citizens decline giving public 
countenance to a cause which they secretly favour. They 
are ready to wonder that Anti-Masonry should yield its 
honours to Mr. S., little thinking that their own disregard 
of the feelings and interests and righteousness of this power- 
ful party, unfit them to receive its palm. ‘To withhold 
their open favour, and at the same time blame the cause for 
supporting its decided friends in preference, is not wise. 
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Anti-Masonry, in a State convention, Utica, 4th of 
. : . August, 1628. 

sought one to lead it, who in the eyes of all 
men, is altogether worthy. His previous engagements for- 
bade his acceptance of the grateful offer, and the party were 
left to rally as they could, or to disperse. Disconcerted 
and broken as their hopes were, the members of the party 
took different courses; thirty three thousand six hundred 
and forty seven gave their support toa nomination made in 
town meeting, at Le Roy, 6th Sept., and fifteen or twenty 
thousand held on upon their old party denominations. 

The free support under these disadvantageous circum- 
stances of 33647 voters for the first office in their gift, is 
proof of the regard in which the people hold Mr. Southwick’s 
labours, and is an admonition to those who would attain the 
highest honours, that they make the greatest sacrifices. 

Of the services performed by Mr. S. for Anti-Masonry, 
the delivery of this oration is by no means the least. It 
produced a powerful effect upon the audience, and did much 
to strengthen their resolutions against the impious mystery. 
The style of the oration is bold and amimating. . The picture 
which it presents of the mystical societies of other countries, 
and of other days, admits of enlargement, did the limits of 
an oration permit, and instructs us in the most emphatic 
terms to beware of secret socictics. They are “ the sources 
of wide-spread iniquity and corruption ;” they have given 
“to Atheism, anarchy and confusion, the reins of empire, 
and of wild despotic power.” 

Having taken a glance at the sensations produced in 
many breasts of tried patriotism, by the clause in the con- 
stitution of the United States, permitting Congress to sit on 
an emergency with closed doors ; and, also, at the just ap- 
prehensions with which upright men have once regarded 
the Cincinnati, the Democratic Societies, the Washington 
Benevolent Society, and the St. Tammany Society, on the 
score of their secrecy, Mr. Southwick justly exclaims, “ Is 
it not both a morat and a POLITICAL PHENOMENON, that. 
while those comparatively harmless associations and designs 
alarmed us so much for the safety of our republican institu- 
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tions, this deadly, dark, and secret combination, this real 
MYSTERY OF INIQUITY has excited neither suspicion nor 
alarm ?” 

fh Ph nny The character he has ascribed to Capt. 
name of her vie- Morgan we copy for its correct expression 
sind of the feelings of Capt. Morgan’s friends, 
hoping to arouse the public sensibility to the fact, that Free 
Masonry, not content with secretly murdering a freeman, 
has studiously attempted, also, to vilify his honest name, 
and laboured to make it infamous. 


“ William Morgan was a man of honour and sensibility. He was a gen- 
tleman in his manners, and possessed of mental powers, superior to his 
humble occupation in life. He was well informed, of a generous, humane, 
and benevolent disposition. Though ‘a man of sorrows and acquainted 


with grief,’ yet his misfortunes never led him to descend to any act of 


meanness. Amid the shafts of adversity,‘the proud man’s contumely, 
and the oppressor’s wrong,’ he still preserved the equanimity of his temper, 
and the dignity of his character. The information he had acquired, he 
possesse‘l a happy faculty of imparting to others; nor was he less apt to 
enliven the social circle with the scintillations of his wit. These graces oi 
mind, added toa pleasing address, rendered his company agreeable, and 
caused it to be courted even by those in the higher walks of life. One 
frailty—and where is the human being without one frailty—he sometimes 
yielded to; but he was not habitually addicted to any vice, and his noble 
soul revolted at the bare idea of a dishonourable deed. It was this high 
sense of houour, which prompted him to yield so cheerfully to the lawless 
and blood thirsty villains, who seized him at Batavia on a false charge oi 
stealing. ‘1 will go to Canandaigua,’ said he, * and meet my accusers face 
to face; I have nothing to fear from such a charge.’ 

* Captain Morgan was, indeed, a man without guile; brave, frank, and 
unreserved; modest in his demeanour, delicate in expression; and 
respectful to the feelings of those with whom he associated. He was a 
faithful citizen, and proved his fidelity in the field of battle, when his 
country was in danger. He teit the full force of the virtues, which adorn 
the domestic circle, and shed lustre from the humblest roof. The last act 
of his life, which has been so much censured by knaves and fools, flowed 
from the purest motives. ‘ My life,’ said Capt. Morgan, ‘is the property 
of my country, and my countrymen have a claim upon my utmost facul- 
ties for the preservation of all that is dear to intelligent freemen. The 
bane of our civil institutions is to be found in an Order powerful and nu- 
merous, and daily becoming more so. It cankers and corrodes to the core, 
the foundation on which justice is based; and is destined unless timely 
checked, to become the leveller, not of proud distinctions, but of social 
order.—With its power and corruption, not only individuals may be sa- 
crified, but in time the State. If my life be the forfeit, I owe to my 
country an exposure of its dangers.’ j 

“Such briefly was the character of William Morgan, who fell by the 
hand of Masonic assassins, the victim of a dark and a foul and an extensive 
conspiracy against the liberty of the press, and the rights of the citizen ; 
and of whose murderers, as a Secret Society, | fear not to predict, that the 
time will arrive, when the thorns and thistles shall come upon their altars, 
and they shall cry to the mountains, cover us: and to the rocks, fall on us?” 
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The ruffians are not expelled, 

It is an undeniable fact, that of the convicts who have received, or are 
now receiving their punishment for the Morgan outrage; of the masons 
who fled their country, and yet absent themselves from their country on 
account of their concern in that nefarious, mysterious and most unhallowed 
transaction, neither Lodge, Council, Encampment, nor Chapter of the Fra- 
ternity, have at any time expelled, or publicly reprimanded a man; but 
reverend and beloved and most worthy gentlemen have been, in several 
instanees, thrust oud of the Masonic synagogue, and denounced in Masonic 
prints by a wide-spread publication of the expulsion, for having dared to 
dispute the sanctity of this impious pretender to a divine origin, a fact that 
speaks volumes to her character. Besides, * The Grand Chapter pro-tem,” 
and several subordinate chapters, were directly implicated’ in this out- 
rage; and the general charges against the society are sustained by the 
voices of 30,000 freemen, of age and understanding to speak at the polls, 
men who are on the spot, who know the circumstances, and feel the wrong 
which has been perpetrated against private rights and public peace; and 
yet no Chapter, or Encampment, or Council, or other masonic authority, 
to clear their own skirts, have disavowed the men guilty of the deed. 
Their own confessions have left the courts of our country only the 
duty of sentencing four of the kidnappers; and mildly it was done, 
when for stealing a man, these four were sentenced fo imprisonment 
in the County Jail, one for one month, another for three months, a 
third for a year, and the fourth for two years; and at the same term of the 
court, a poor profane for stealing a horse, is said to have been sentenced to 
the stale prison for five years! It is true, the Judge is an upright and ho- 
nourable man, and also, a Free Mason. 

Expel them. 

It is not too late yet. The Masonic authorities may safely deal with 
these men, guilty by confession, and with at least four others, guilty by the 
verdict of a jury. The authorities cannot excuse themselves, upon the 
plea that these offenders have humbled themselves, for that is not true of 
them all. Some of them maintain the propriety of Morgan’s fate, and of 
their part in it, to this day. Let those guilty men be dealt with; expel 
them for unmasonic and unworthy conduct, and publish in all the papers of 
the United States friendly to Free Masonry, the act of their expulsion : it 
is not too late yet. 

But it is contrary to nature for Free Masonry to disfranchise men who 
have exposed their lives in defence of her privileges; perfectly natural to 
exalt them to places of masonic honour, and to appropriate money from the 
funds for their maintainance and defence. “* They are justified by the prin- 
ciples of the Order, and are considered as sufferers in a good cause, and 
not as criminals,” Exalted masons in expression of their sympathy with 
their brethren suffering the loss of liberty in defence of the mysteries of 
the Order, have been assiduous in their attentions to the Masonic convicts 
when in Canandaigua jail, cheering them in prison, and countenancing 
them in their lonely confinement. It is not long since, (we are credibly 
informed,) that a respectable clergyman whose only known connexion with 
Loton Lawson, is masonic and mystical, took tea with him in his cell ! 


THE MASTER MASONS OBLIGATIONS. 

Mr. Southwick presents some points to Charity ae 
which all Master Masons solemnly swear, in provoked, ond 
the light of sober and interesting truth. ee ee 


Mark them well, reader. and if thou hast received them 
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into thy mouth, inquire earnestly “what shall I do with 
them ?”’ but if thou hast not received them, despise not him 
who has; he did it ignorantly, following the example of 
Franklin, Warren, and Washington, and not of Him who 
said, swear not ut all: for he did it ignorantly, and knows 
not yet what he has done. He is an honest man and sus- 
pected no evil ; he is an honourable man, and harboured no 
suspicion of guile; he is a busy man, and had neither time 
nor relish to pore over the terms of his masonic obligations ; 
terms, that before this day he has heard with the ear, but 
has never examined with the eye. He was a young man, 
spare him; he was deceived by the names of Clinton, Fre- 
derick the Great, and George IV., do not condemn him; he 
was deluded by the sanctity of prayer, by the reading of the 
holy Oracles, and by the multitude of masonic ceremonies 
—do not reproach him. Give him time to read and to 
reflect; and when you see his mind agitated with this 
matter, sooth him; when his soul is moved by reckless as- 
persions of the motives of Free Masons, sustain him; and 
when his heart wrings under the effort of conscience to 
pluck the monster from his breast, he/p him, help him with 
arms of compassion, and strengthen him with bands of love. 

It is a sore thing to our pride ; it is a severe trial to our 
principles, to reject as false what we have cherished as true ; 
to renounce as hateful what we have long embraced as 
lovely ; to abjure as wicked what we have sworn to as holy. 
It is a great change to effect in the mind; it should not be 
urged; if it come not at our bidding, it will come, and we 
confidently wait for it. 

The Gavel of the Worshipful smites the table :— 


The Grand Hailing Sign of Distress. 


* We (all Master Masons*) blindly swear, whenever we see the grand 
hailing sign of distress given, or hear the words accompanying that sign, 
and the person who gives it, appears to be in distress, to fly to his relief at 
the risk of our lives, should there be a greater probability of saving his 
life, than of losing our own; and this blind oath we take under its penal- 


*Mr. S. speaks of the oaths according to his degree, a mark-master ; we re- 
view them only as master Masons, and, therefore, omit what is above our de- 
gree, to join with Mr. 8. upon the parts of the oath within our cable-tow. 
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ties, without any qualification as to the cause of his apparent distress, 
whether it flow from the commission of crime, or frem the visitation of 
misfortune. 


The Brothers’ Secrets. 


“‘ We blindly swear, that a Master Mason's secrets, given to us in charge 
as such, and we knowing him to be such, shall remain as secure and invio- 
lable in our breasts, as in his own, MURDER AND TREASON ONLY 
EXCEPTED, and these left to our discretion, when communicated to us, 
to conceal or not; thus binding ourselves, by fair implication, to conceal 
all the crimes which a brother Master Mason may, to our knowledge, ma- 
sonically commit, or may acknowledge to us that he has committed, how- 
ever flagrant they may be, only excepting murder and treason, and the con- 
cealment or exposure of these discrelionary ! 

Obedience to all Masonic Signs. 

“* We blindly swear to obey all signs and summonses, given, handed, sent, 
or threwn to us from a brother Master Mason, or from bodies of just and 
legally constituted lodges of Master Masons; povided they be within the 
length of our cable tow. 

*“ And this oath we take without ony qualification as to the object of 
such masonic signs, or summonses, given, handed, sent, or thrown; it may 
be by the hand of a brother, who is a thief, or a highway-man, flying from 
justice ; a traitor, making his way to the camp of the enemy; a criminal, 
at the bar; or a murderer, whose lands are still reeking with the blood of 
innocence.” 


The iniquity of the oaths in their bearing —_A_ brother’s er- 
upon the civil duty of those who take them, eo ete 
is here most strikingly brought to view. And it is done in 
perfect soberness, without a shadow of mistake, perceptible 
to our mental vision. Every legally made Master Mason 
has, on his knees, called the Majesty of Heaven to witness 
his faithful assumption of these obligations, as stated by 
Mr. Southwick ; and, furthermore, to go on a Master Ma- 
son’s errand, whenever required, even should he have to go 
barefoot and barchead ; if within the length of the cable tow; 
no matter to Free Masonry whether it be an errand of sin, 
or of mercy; the warning of a counterfeiter, sent to his 
den of discovered associates, or the call of a villain to his 
fellows for deliverance. And he has furthermore sworn, 
“in the presence of Almighty God, and of the Wor- 
shipful Lodge,—to apprise a brother master Mason of all ap- 
proaching danger, if in his power ;’’ without any exception 
as tothe nature of the danger, whether it come in the form 
of a civil officer, or of an assassin. 

Now, brother, what say you to the obli- | The Pr obliges 


fi ‘ a Master’s obliga- 
gations of a Master Mason? Obnoxious _ tions. 
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parts of those obligations are here stated specifically. 
Every Master has legally taken them, hoodwinked, cable- 
towed, and repeating after the Most Worshipful Master of 
the Lodge, in the manner of a hopeful child learning its 
catechism at the lips of a fond mother. Every Master 
Mason made in the school of Modern Masons has assumed 
each and every one of these obligations in the name of the 
Most High, under no less penalty, than to have his body se- 
vered in two, in the midst, and divided to the north and south, 
his bowels burnt to ashes in the centre, and the ashes scattered 
to the four winds of heaven. 
aa We are resolute, and make no exceptions ; 
for the legal oath makes none. Masons made 
informally we are not called to notice; every one legally 
made in a Modern Lodge has assumed the obligations quoted ; 
and, lest any forgetful master of the lodge should lose from 
his recollection the terms of the oath (which he may on no 
consideration write down;) and thus the blind candidate 
should at any time after plead that he did never take this and 
this obligation in the oath, the fiend who framed the oath, 
attached to it this proviso : if any part of this my solemn oath 
or obligation be at this time omitted, I hold myself amenable 
thereto, whenever informed ; and sealed it with the signet of 
Heaven, and sanctioned it with infernal penalties ! 
eh Now, brother Master, we see no way of 
must renounce. escape for you from this oath of Free Ma- 
sonry. Probably you repeated its terms in the confusion 
of the strange scene without considering their import : but 
this is a time of calm reflection, and you have to determine, 
whether you will hide the revolting thing, as a sweet mor- 
sel under the tongue ; or whether you will spit it from you 
as the poison of sin : i certainly is m your mouth. Possibly, 
some of the obnoxious items escaped the memory of the 
Most Worshipful, and you escaped the mouthing of them 
after him ; but you could not escape the proviso in the con- 
clusion, which spreads over every part of the oath, like a 
spider’s web across the door, that no man can pass without 
breaking it. 
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And it is broken by every honest Mason, __, {he application 
and must be broken. Will gentlemen hail 
the sign of a Mason given by a vagabond in the streets’ 
But they, as apprentices, are sworn under penalty of having 
their throats cut across, always to hail the signs of Free 
Masonry, and the oath makes no exceptions: it takes no- 
tice only of the sign, and none of him who gives it, "book 
mason, adulterer, or traitor. Will gentlemen of the court, 
‘or of the jury, regard the grand hailing sign of distress given 
by a culprit in distress for the sword of justice impending 
over his head? They might rescue him without the least 
danger of their dives ; and the Master Mason’s oath requires 
them to fly to the relief of a distressed brother, if there be 
a greater probability of saving his life, than of losing their 
own! Wil! gentlemen, sheriffs, coroners, and constables, 
having precepts, or warrants for brother Masons, or execu- 
tions to levy on their property, notify them of the coming 
danger that they may conceal the one and avoid the other ’ 

But they are sworn to apprise a brother of all approach- 
ing danger, be it danger to his life, liberty, or property; of 
all approaching danger; be it the plague, or an enemy, or 
the arm of the law to arrest him for transgression.—Will 
brethren in the ministry, who stand for the obligations of 
Free Masonry, as for the cross, who renounce the brethren 
as perjured, that renounce these oaths ; will they bear the 
message of guilt from one offender to another? Will they 
carry the billet doux of a paramour ; provided it be a brother 
mason’s errand, to one who is neither wife, nor sister, nor 
daughter to another brother mason? Will they !—Will 
they !—They have sworn to go, barefoot or barehead, on a 
brother’s errand, without making any evasion, or mental 
reservation, or exception of any sort, save that it shall be 
within the length of a cable tow. 

Now brother masons choose whether to Pri). yi 
keep or to renounce these oaths. We an- 
nounce to you, what, as Master Masons, legally made in the 
Modern Lodges, you have pledged the holy Creator of all 
things without tergiversation to perform. You have ; (there. 


i 
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are exceptions) if legally made Modern Masons, you Aave : 
(there are exceptions) you have done it item by item, if you 
were made by “a bright mason ;” and you have done it in 
balk, though you were made by “‘ a rusty mason?” that re- 
markable clause, “ if any part of this my solemn oath or ob- 
ligation be at this time omitted, I hold myself amenable 
thereto whenever informed,” embraces you, holds you, a 
very slip knot in the stygian cable tow ; the more the chok- 
ing mason struggles, the closer it draws, but there are ex- 
ceptions. 

_ Ancient masons We know some masons, who are in the 
in vant excepted. habit of asserting, that the oaths as published 
are false : but if any man asserts that these are false, he knows 
not what he says. If he says he was not sensible that Free 
Masonry puts its members under these obligations, rHaT 1s 
THE TRUTH; he was unconscious of it. Also, different 
sects of masons have existed with different modes of work- 
ing ; Moderns and Ancients have divided the Fraternity in 
all parts of the world. Many fathers among us were 
initiated Ancients, and with others, had not all these obliga- 
tions imposed on them. But all the Free Masonry now 
used in these United States so far as we can learn, is of the 
mode of working introduced and disseminated by Webb 
and Co. ; and that is Modern Masonry, and contains, (if we 
may affirm any thing positively of a thing changeable) the 
obligations as here stated. 

Procmecenry, 8 Such oaths cannot be kept. By the ne- 
school of perjury. cessity of the case, honest men are practised 
to keep what they consider solemn obligations in the one 
part, and to break them in another; they are practised to 
perjury in the only way it could be imposed upon them ;— 
practised to keep an oath not in its strictness, which is im- 
possible, but as well as they consistently can! to perform 
an oath, not in its letter, nor in its spirit, but in such parts 
as in their judgment seems good, and, in other parts, not 
keep, bat violate it: and they become accustomed to mea- 
sure the obligation of an oath, not with a faithful conscience, 
but with a fancied cable-tow. A more exquisite snare for 
youthful consciences, could not be contrived; a more sub- 
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tle school of perjury, could not be instituted ; a more erro- 
neous rule of construing the obligations of an oath, could 
not be disseminated in an enlightened and Christian com- 
munity, than is unfolded in the mystic lodges of Free Ma- 
sonry. 

The candidate’s swearing in all the so- pon Quixote’s ce- 
lemnity, and under al! the penalties of the ee 
monstrous oath, if any part be at this time omitted, he will 
hold himself amenable thereto, whenever informed, surpasses 
any thing of the same kind on the page of history. It is 
the perfection of Quixotism ; an extravagant fancy enacted 
with great solemnity. “I swear,’ says the Don, (when in 
pain with the ear which he had lost in deadly strife with the 
Biscainer,) “ by all that is contained in the four holy evan- 
gelists, to lead the life that the great Marquis of Mantua 
led, when he vowed to revenge the death of his nephew : 
(which was, not to eat bread on a table cloth, nor to solace 
himself with his wife, and other things, which, though I do 
not now remember, I allow here for expressed;) until I am 
fully revenged on him, who hath done me this outrage.”’ 

It is a matter of fact, and, therefore, unfit , Freemason’s 
fora jest, that Free Masonry has, in this in- markable. 
stance, outdone the folly of the Knight of La Mancha: be 
had read the oath of the “great Marquis of Mantua,” though 
its items were not all remembered; his eyes had dwelt on 
the page, where it was written, and he could tell what it 
did not contain; but the candidate for Free Masonry never 
beholds the oath he must swallow ; never beholds the face 
of the sky, the glorious sun, nor the starry firmament, whilc 
she administers it ; as if the light of the day, or the light of 
the moon, or even the ray of a taper would be enough, if 
fairly admitted to his eyes, to discover to him her fraud, 
and his own transgression. He takes it for better or worse, 
as it is repeated to him, and gravely adds, “if other things 
in this my solemn oath are forgotten, | will allow them 
whenever they are remembered.” 

This climax of absurdity and impiety, is oamn . 
attained “in the sublime degree of a Mas- ence. 
ter Mason.” Free Masonry, we are taught in all the books 
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is “a progressive science.”’** With such progress in the 


first three degrees, it is perfectly natural that, by the time 
the candidate reaches the seventh degree, called in the 
books The Holy Royal Arch, he should be required, in ad- 
dition to his obligation as a Master, to fly to the rescue of 
a brother, giving the grand hailing sign of distress, now to 
promise and swear, that he will aid and assist a Compa- 
‘**nion Royal Arch Mason, whenever he shall see him en- 
‘gaged in any difficulty, so fur as to extricate him from 
‘the same, whether he be right or wrong.” 
mate advance == This is a small advance to make in four 
degrees of a progressive science. The mason 
swears in the third degree, first, to run barefoot and bare- 
head, if necessary, on a brother’s errand; second, to risk 
his life if necessary, for the relief of a brother’s distress ; 
third, to obey all regular signs, summonses, or tokens, given 
by the hand of a brother ; and fourthly, to apprise a brother 
of all approaching danger, if in his power ; it is but a little 
step to add, that he will assist him in any difficulty, so far 
as to extricate him from the same, whether he be right or 
wrong. 
PR longun- —_ Those words, whether he be right or 
expressed. wrong, stumble the faith of some. But they 
need not. The same thing in essence is sworn over and 
over again in the Master’s obligation. Put the clause, 
“whether he be right or wrong,” after each of the obliga- 
tions above enumerated, and the sense is not changed, ex- 
cept as it is more fully expressed. ‘The Master swears to 
run barefoot and barehead, on a brother’s errand, (right or 
wrong ;) to risk his life for a brother in distress, (whether 
he be right or wrong;) to obey all signs, tokens, &c. given, 
sent or thrown by a brother, (be the object right or wrong ; ) 
to apprise a brother of coming danger, (whether he be right 
or wrong.) No qualification is made, no limitation is added ; 
he swears to do these things indefinitely; which is the 
modest way Free Masonry takes to pledge her Masters to 


* Vide Free Mason’: Monitor, Ed. 1802, p. 49, I/lustrations of Masonry, 
B, 2.8.4. F. M. Library, p. 165. 
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serve one another, on every occasion,—right or wrong ; 
with her “ holy royal arch companions,” she is less reserved, 
with them she takes greater liberties, to them she unbur- 
thens her heart, right or wrong. 

After having in the three intermediate degrees renewedly 
sworn in the same indefinite manner, the candidate is made 
in the Royal Arch degree to swear definitely, to swear in so 
many words, what in truth he had repeatedly sworn before 
according to a correct understanding of the expressions, 
viz. to aid and assist a brother, so far as to extricate him 
from difficulty, whether he be right or wrong. 

“J do not doubt you believe it,” says a gentleman, “ but 
it cannot be true. Washington never took that oath.” 

Washington did not take that oath. Royal Arch Masonry 
was not known in America inhis day. He was only a Mas- 
ter Mason, and, if legally made, he took the Master’s obliga- 
tions, probably those of an Ancient Master. 

The Royal Arch Mason swears further- _,, Four de we tan 
more: “that a Companion Royal Arch ought to advance 

; ‘ the candidate one 
Mason’s secrets, given in charge as such, step. 
and I knowing him to be such, shall remain as inviolable in 
my breast, as in his own when communicated to me, muR- 
DER AND TREASON NOT EXCEPTED.’’ ‘To a Master Mason 
this is not surprising. He is sworn in these same words, 
reading on/y, instead of not, before ExcerTep; and then 
secrecy upcn the two crimes excepted, is at his option 
This obligation of the Master Mason is repeated in the Past 
Master's Degree ; and again in the Most Excellent Master’s 
Degree ; the Royal Arch comes next; and, as Free Masonry 
IS @ progressive science, it is fair by this time to expect a 
slight advance toward Masonic perfection. Murder and 
treason have been three several times excepted from the 
obligation of secresy under discretion ; the fourth time they 
fall out of the state of discretionary exception into the rule 
of absolute secresy : nothing can be more natural. 

We have spoken with the assurance that the Royal Arch 
oath accords with the Le Roy revelations: and our pre- 
sumption will excite indignation in the bosoms of many 
worthy Companions, who insist that murder and treason are 
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still excepted in that oath. Some declare further, that the 
words right or wrong are interpolated at Le Roy. 

Be it as these worthy gentlemen say : it only proves that 
the oath, as well as the professions of Free Masonry, vary 
according to circumstances: that she who swears upon the 
four Gospels, and upon the Koran with perfect indifference, 
who solemnly swears by Jehovah, or by Ja-beu lon, or by 
Brabma, to suit her convenience, does, also, to suit her con- 
venience, use the words right or wrong expressed or under- 
stood ; and does to suit circumstances admit the express 
and absolute concealment of murder and treason ; or leaves 
them as before, in a state of discretionary exception. 

We cannot and will not doubt the testimony of bonour- 
able men ; and when in relation to Free Masonry, their as- 
sertions vary, we easily reconcile it in the knowledge of the 
fact that Free Masonry itself varies: it is a proper camelion ; 
and if one hoodwinked traveller says it is green, we believe 
him ; and if another cable-towed brother says it is blue, we 
believe him ; and if another says it is white, we believe bim ; 
for it is the nature of the hidden thing, to assume various 
hues. 

“Tis green ; | saw it with these eyes.” 

* [ve seen it, Sir as well as you, 

* And must again affirm it blue,”— 

“Tis green, ‘tis green, Sir, | assure ye,”— 

“ Green !’ cries the other in a fury,— 

‘“ Sirs,” cries an umpire, “cease your pother, 
‘<The creature’s neither one, nor the other.” 

The wisdom of the old serpent could not have furnished 
a more suitable saaction, than is appended to the oath of a 
Royal Arch Mason by way of penalty. An oath framed to 
cover Conspiracy ; to rescue the brotherhood from difficulty ; 
to apprise a brother of every approaching danger ; and to 
obey a brother, a wicked man, when he winketh with his eye, 
when he speaketh with his feet, when he teacheth with his fin- 
gers, is fit only for the following impious conclusion: “‘'To 
all of which | do most solemnly promise and swear ;—bind- 
ing myself under no less penalty, than to have my skull 
struck off, and to have my brains exposed to the scorching 
rays of the sun: so help me God. and keep me steadfast in 
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the due performance of the same.” We have never heard 
the truth of the penalty questioned. 

No comment upon these obligations of a _Free Masoury’s 
Royal Arch Mason will compare with that te the i 
made by the Fraternity itself in the abduc- Arch obVaptions, 
tion and destruction of Capt. Morgan: not a mason below 
a Royal Arch Companion, was permitted to dip a finger in 
the transaction ; “and furthermore,’ when the Fraternity 
at Lewiston generally came by their vicinity to Fort Niagara, 
and by their intimate relation to many of the conspirators, 
to know the whole affair; (as classmates at college weli 
know the circumstances attending a violation of the college 
jaws, though they do not move in the matter ;) the chapter 
was assembled at Lewiston, and during eleven days in four- 
teen, it freely raised every mason in that region who would 
endure it, to the Royal Arch degree, and muzzled him with 
the Royal Arch oaths, so that no oath in a court of justice 
to this day is found sufficient to unlock his mouth. 

My countrymen “ consider of it ; take advice, and speak.” 

Even Fox, the coachman, who in their =A _ further com- 
haste had been employed to drive the car- eons" 
riage of the Grand Chapter pro tem,* from Lewiston to Fort 


* On the trial of Sheriff Bruce, E. P., a gentleman honourable and ex 
act in his dealings, the Royal Arch Mason whose carriage and horses 
from Rochester bore away Capt. Morgan toward Lewiston, was usked 

‘*Who engaged that carriage ?””—* Dont recollect.” 

“* Where was it to go?””—* To the Installation at Lewiston.” 

‘* Who came at the appointed time for it ?””—* I dont recollect.” 

“ What was the colour of the carriage ?” 

“It was this or that, | dont remember which.” 

‘** What was the colour of the horses ?” 

‘This or that; I cannot precisely recollect which.” 

‘* Who drove the carriage ?” 

‘+I do not recollect ; Parker, or Parkhurst, or some such name.” 

“ How far did it go?”—* Dont know.” 

“ How long was it absent?”—*] dont recollect.” 

“* Who paid you for the use of it?"—*] have not been paid.” 

* But, Mr. P., are you in the habit of doing business in this way : letting 
a carriage and horses several days, aud get no pay for it? Did you make 
no charge of it?” 

“I made a memorandum on a scrap of paper at the time: 

Dr. Grand Chapter pro tem. 
To Carriage and Horses to Lewiston. 
But I never presented the bill.” 
“* Who were the Grand Chapter pro tem ?” 
“T have heard, but dont now recollect.” 
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Niagara, was soon after brought into the Lodgeroom,. and 
initiated into the mysteries of Free Masonry!! It is be- 
lieved that the sole object of the conspirators was to muzzle 
him. Be that as it may, Non mi recordo was the sum of this 
man’s testimony, when required by the laws to tell the whole 
truth, on the trial of Sheriff Bruce. 

Men, brethren, and christians! shall we continue to feel 
bound by oaths containing wicked obligations? Shall we 
yet hold ourselves amenable to the new obligations of an 
oath, whenever informed ? Shall we sanction the sin of 
giving away our lives in penalty of our transgressions? Or 
shall we rather cast away the oaths of Free Masonry, as a 
league with the powers of darkness, a covenant with 
death, and an agreement with hell? Truly, those who will 
not be bound in their intercourse with men by these obli- 
gations, if they have inconsiderately assumed them, ought 
considerately and conscientiously to renounce them: those 
who have taken and will resolutely keep them, cannot expect 
on all occasions to enjoy public confidence. 


REV. JOEL PARKER’S SERMON. 


The Signs of the Times; a Sermon, delivered in Rochester, 
December 4,1828, the day of Public Thanksgiving ; by 
Joel Parker, Pastor of the Third Presbyterian Church. 
16 pp. octavo, Rochester, E. Peck & Co. 1828. 


We hail this sign with the anti-sign of a true brother. 
The day of public thanksgiving affords new matter of gra- 
titude, when a highly-esteemed clergyman, a Royal Arch 
Mason, publicly unburthens his mind of the sinful weight 
of Freemasonry. 

We hail this sign with peculiar joy. In undertaking a 
mortal contest with Free Masonry, we were influenced 
against the frowns and the threatenings of men, by a sense 
of Christian duty. Had it not been our conviction, deeply 
laid in a close investigation of the subject, that Free Ma- 
sonry is, in its nature, hostile to truth, and to divine Reve- 
lation, at that time no inducement, connected with this 
subject, could have withdrawn us from the peaceful, useful. 
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and happy life of academic instruction, to engage in the 
trying scenes of public controversy, where our foes are of 
our own household in the faith; and our stoutest adversa- 
ries are fathers in the Churches ! 
We entered the field, conscious of the Ours is a holy 

malice of tongues, of the terrors which walk ee 

in darkness, and of the viclence which breaks forth at noon- 
day. But we did not come to the war on our own account ; 
we knew before hand in whom we trusted. Jf the Lord be 
for us, who shall be against us? We come against extreme 
falsehood, against delusion in all the ramifications of so- 
ciety, against infidelity robed in the attire of religion. Our 
enemy takes refuge in the holiest places, the sanctuary; in 
the highest places, the chair of state ; in the darkest places, 
the lodge-room. We follow him into the lodge-room, and— 
“ perjury! perjury !’"—We find him in most of the public 
offices ; and the question, how came you here? is answered 
merely with a caution to us, ‘to avoid meddling in poli- 


tics.” We seize him in the sanctuary, and the keepers 
tremble, as if, by mistake, Samson had laid hold on the 
pillars of the church, instead of the columns of Dagon’s 
proud temple. 

The missionary goes with his life in his ‘The Missionary 


hand, to carry the truth to the heathen ; and slreagth of the 


the prayers of the Church accompany him; °®"¢- 

he is cheered by the sympathies of thousands, and animated 
with the encouragement of men distinguished for piety and 
worth. His enemies are strangers; his foes show them- 
selves ; they shun not the light. His spirit is borne upward 
by the heavenly dove, whose wings of consolation fan upon 
the soul through the breath of simultaneous prayer offered 
in every Christian land. He rejoices in strength, and con- 
frohts his heathen opposers. 

How different is his lot who meets the —_ Ourstoutest foes 
followers of the Lamb in the very front of Goya _ 
the host of his adversaries! Who, for their greeting, whom 
he admires in every Christian enterprise, receives con- 

13 
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tumely ; for their prayers, receives evil surmises; and for 
their love, reproach. “If it had been an enemy, | could 
have borne it.” We could confront adversaries of the 
truth; but to meet the bright armour of Christian purity 
and faith, not only arrayed, but employed, against our fee- 
ble efforts, has filled us often with deep humiliation: has 
made the exclamation of the despised prophet of Israel, 
the meditation of our heart: “I was no prophet, neither 
was | a prophet’s son; but I was a herdman, and a gatherer 
of sycamore fruit; and the Lord took me, as I followed the 
flock; and the Lord said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my 
people Israel.” 
a. our. Members of the Masonic fraternity, who 
take courage. are not with us, are against us. Neutrality 
in their case is impossible: they are bona fide supporters of 
the institution, until they withdraw from it their name, as 
well as their presence. The full weight of their influence 
and example stigmatizes our attempt with folly ; our un- 
derstanding with delusion; our motives with sin: and, 
when one judicious man firmly crosses the Rubicon, and 
declares with us, Free Musonry is an imposture; when he 
publicly comes forth, and pronounces the Institution to be 
worthless and evil, we feel as did Paul, when the brethren, 
coming out from Rome to meet him, “as far as Appii Fo- 
rum—he thanked God, and took courage.” 

The publication of this sermon was requested under the 
signature of ten gentlemen, five of whom are Royal Arch 
Masons, and it is issued, as it was preached, without note 
or comment, lest in their passion men should impute con- 
sequence toan alteration, however unimportant. 

The Pharisees and the Sadducees also came, and tempting, de- 
sired him that he would show thema sign from heaven. 
He answered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye 
say, It will be fair weather, for the sky is red: and in the 
morning, It will be foul weather to day, for the sky is red 
and lowering. O, ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face 
of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times? 
Matt. xvi. 1, 2, 3. 
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“ The moral defection of man has rendered his character a mass of in- 
consistencies—its symmetry is destroyed, its beauty defaced ; and it stands 
like the column of some dilapidated temple of antiquity, great in its ruins. 
His natural powers remain, but his moral character is prostrated ; his in- 
tellect is unshorn of its strength, but his affections are grossly perverted. 
While he seizes upon the gifts of Providence, and appropriates them to the 
purposes of life, with a skill almost divine, this very wisdom leads him to 
know not Gop. While he traces the connexions of causes with their ef- 
fects in the physical world; while he measures the heavens by a sure as- 
tronomical observation, and penetrates the earth, and examines its interna] 
structure; while he enters the secret chambers of Nature, and inquires 
successfully into her hidden mysteries, he is slow to learn, even from a well 
attested revelation, and a distinctly marked providence, the character of 
Nature’s Gop. While he watches the changes of civil governments, and 
with political sagacity anticipates the future, he is well nigh blind to the 
great moral changes which Gop is effecting, that he may establish the 
kingdom of Jesus Christ.” 


The preacher then exhibits some of the signs of the great 
moral changes which God is effecting for the happiness of 
this American people, and for the glory of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom : the improvement in arts, the saving of labour by 
inventions, the increase of population, the diffusion of learn- 
ing, and the acquisition of political experience : .the grow- 
ing favour, and increased usefulness of our. religious charita- 
ble Societies. We extract from his remarks upon that 
happy sign of the times, the Sabbath School. 


**To show the moral power of this institution, 1 mention two facts.— 
After the Sunday school had been in successful operation for a long 
time in England, a careful inquiry was made in all the prisons, to learn if 
there were any there who had ever enjoyed Sabbath school instruction, 
and not one could be found. A similar inquiry has also been made in the 
prisons in New York city, and among the vast number of juvenile delin- 
quents, not one can be found from the Sabbath schools. The inference is 
plain—if this institution becomes universal, crime ceases, and henceforth 
our prisons stand as the empty monuments of the depravity of a past age.” 


No man who loves his country, or loves his species, can 
fail to delight in this view of the moral and happy influence 
of the Sabbath school. 

The picture of our country and its hopes, is drawn with 
original brilliancy in the following lines. 


* Instead, therefore, of representing the prospects of this nation, as some 
of our political orators have done, by painting before you the temple of 
liberty. supported by Grecian columns, to signify the firmness and dura, 
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bility of our constitution ; having within it the Genius of America, attired 
in a Republican dress, bearing the arts in one hand, and the scrolls of 
science in the other; and the whole scene graced by the presence of the 
father of his country, unfolding the Declaration of American Independence ; 
instead of representing it by such a scene, I would represent it by a very 
different spectacle. [I would present before you, in one group, the moral 
means which are operating to enlighten and purify the nation. I would 
show you a vast amphitheatre, where the (hree hundred thousand Sabbath 
school children of America should be placed on the ascending seats, rank 
above rank, and extending on all sides as far as the eye can reach. As 
they were engaged in their song of praise, the guardian angels of the other 
moral and religious institutions should hover around, shouting in louder 
strains, Hosanna to the Son of David! Hosanna to the Son of David! Ho- 
sanna in the highest !” 
The Rev. author proceeds to inquire :— 

* Are there no great evils counteracting all this fancied good? Is there 
no domestic sin sileatly operating to undermine both private and public 
virtue? Is there no political crime whose tendency it is to bring the judg- 
ment of Gop upon the nation? Is there no mischievous institution, attired 
like an angel of light, but yet operating slowly and surely against the cause 
of truth and righteousness? We answer, all these evils exist ; but another 
peculiar sign of the times is, that every one of those evils is opposed by 
such a combination of moral means, as promises their utter extinction.” 


He names IJntemperance for the domestic sin; for the 
political crime, Slavery ; and for the institution attired like 
an angel of light, Free Masonry. In enlarging upon the 
latter topic he observes : 

“Tt may be said that ‘ this is a political question, involving 
a great party strife, and on this account it ought not to be 
introduced into the pulpit.’ 

“ ‘The principle here assumed is undoubtedly true. Party 
politics, as such, ought never to be brought into the sacred 
desk. But still, a subject on which there is much political 
excitement, may have such a moral bearing, that the minis- 
ter of Christ cannot innocently keep silence.” 

Pr Pg ng This is righteous judgment, and in the 

application of his rule of action to the sys- 
tem of Free Masonry, our Rev. brother has discovered 
sound wisdom. A member of the institution, worthy and 
well qualified, he deemed it his duty, in view of the immoral 
and irreligious tendency of Free Masonry, from the desk to 
pronounce the system an imposture, notwithstanding its po- 
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litical connexions. He knew when he did it, that the ven- 
geance of malicious tongues awaited him, and that it would 
be seized as an occasion against the Gospel of our Lord: 
But set as a shepherd over the flock of the Lord Jesus, and 
having known and tried and proved the temper of Free 
Masonry, he bearded the jion, remembering that by faith 
ancient believers had ‘* subdued kingdoms, wrought righte- 
ousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 
quenched the violence of tire, escaped the edge of the sword, 
out of weakness were made strony, waxed valiant in fight, 
and turned to flight the armies of aliens.” Wisdom is justi- 
fied of her children. 

Before proceeding to deal with Free Masonry, the faith- 
ful preacher notices one other objection. 


“It is often suggested, in the form of an inquiry, asif the objéction were 
unanswerable, ‘If masonry be an injurious institution, why was it not de- 
clared before? The abduction of Morgan has not changed the character of 
the institution: and all good nen among Masons, as well as others, disap- 
prove of that transaction.’ It is true the character of the institution is not 


changed; but that act, whether it be considered as a legitimate result of 
Masonic principles or not, excited attention ; attention produced investiga- 
tion; and investigation has produced a change of sentiments, 
as thousands came out from the Catholic church, in consequence of a 
certain individual’s being somewhat imprudent in the sale of indulgences 


Precisely 


to sin. . It was not the conduct of Tetzel that effected that wonderful 


change, and shook all Europe to its centre; yet hisconduct was the occa- 
sion of the change. It led men to reflect : reflection produced a change of 
sentiment ina few; this change in a few, and their exertions, kept up the 
spirit of inquiry, till the whole face of the moral world was changed. 

‘In the same manner, has one act of violence awakened the attention of 
men to this subject; a great political excitement has been created; this 
excitement has led men to reflect ; and a great many honest men have be- 
come convinced that Masonry is an injurious institution. If it had been 
the religion of Christ, the result of reflection had been far different. It 
would have led more to embrace than to forsake it. But this institution 
has something in its character which is peculiar—something which makes 
it to appear the worse, the more it is thought of.” 


To every Protestant reader this illustration of the effect 
of Capt. Morgan’s abduction is very happy and completely 
satisfactory. ‘The church has in it a redeeming principle, 
which comes out of the fire of controversy, the brighter for 
the trial: but Free Masonry consumes in the conflict of 
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opinions ; in the light of truth, it shrinks from its ample di- 
mensions to an insignificant point. 

An cath to cin, It is a fearful truth, that ‘‘ Free Masonry 
not binding. : “ee . 

has something in its character which is pe- 
culiar—something, which makes it to appear the worse, the 
more it is thought of.’’ And we cannot doubt that the 
worthy divine, whose experience has in this point perfectly 
coincided with our own, will on further reflection find the 
thing worse and yet worse, until he regards himself just as 
much bound by its oaths, as he would be bound by an oath 
to the father of lies. Men carry their honesty too far who 
keep covenant with sin; who serve the foul fiend all their 
life, because they once agreed to; who will not forsake 
Mammon, because they have sealed their allegiance to him 
with an oath. Doubtless we may revolt from the devil, 
though held by a profane obligation ; our sin, brethren, lies 
in the taking, and it cannot lie in the breaking of three, 
seven, or thirty oaths, requiring us to do evil. 

Our excellent pastor clears himself of any intention to 
meddle “ with the character of those who are conscien- 
tiously attached to the Masonic Fraternity, unless it be to 
protect them from the imputation of unworthy motives. 
That there are good men on both sides of this question, no 
cool and reflecting mind can possibly doubt. ‘That there 
are bad men on both sides, is also perfectly obvious. Our 
business, however, is neither with the one, nor the other, but 
with the moral character of the institution itself. Every 
good man in the Masonic Fraternity, is not only willing, 
but desirous, that all the light should be thrown upon the 


moral bearings of the institution, that can possibly be ob- 
tained.” 


Thus carefully prepared with charity for the advocates 
of Free Masonry, and with answers to their objections, he 
proceeds to show “wherein Free Masonry is an institution 
of immoral tendency :” and now this fearless and faithful 
witness, should without curtailment finish his discourse. but 
our limits forbid. 
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“I. Free Masonry is an Imposture. 

“ If this be shown, no matter how good the institution is in other respects 
—as we do not allow of pious frauds in this age of light—if it be an impos- 
ture, it is morally injurious. Yet it makes several imposing and false pre- 
tensions. 

1. It pretends to have been instituted by good men in an early age, and 
Scripture history is perverted to make it speak inits favour. And yet it ap- 
pears from Masonic books, that it originated in a mechanics’ society in the 
city of London. 

Qdly. It pretends to be divine. By some, and we believe by the greater 
part of masonic writers, it is understood to be an institution, from heaven ; 
by others, as a peculiarly wise and sacred institution, founded upon the 
Holy Scriptures, and receiving the protection of a special Providence, 
while there is no evidence that it has existed for one hundred and fifty: 
years, and it originated in a company of brick-layers. 

Sdly. Masonry pretends to give a clue, at least, to some important know- 
ledge. It talks of geometry and astronomy, as if it were the design of Ma- 
sonry to give some important helps to these sciences; yet there is not so 
much knowledge of the sciences exhibited in the first seven degrees, as may 
be learned from one page of Webster's spelling book. And when its science 
is acquired, if it may be said to have any, it is all something which every 
marr of intelligence knew before. I shall be understood by masons, when I 
say, that an ignorant man may become a ** bright mason,” and be an igno- 
rant man still. In a catechism of masonry, published under the sanction of 
the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania and the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, it 
is boldly asserted, that ‘* Masonry teaches the art of finding out new arts,” 
and enables men “to foretell future events.” Whether such imposing 
pretensions, founded in the most unbiushing falsehood, entitle this institu- 
tion to be considered the huandmaid of religion, or whether they be marks 
of the beast, characterising the institution as an impostare, candid and in- 
telligent men will judge.” 

“* Again: Masonry pretends to be a charitable institution.” —* Its charity 
is like this: a company of men have thcown into a common stock, from 
four to sixty dollars apiece, with this express understanding, that if any 
of these members should come to want, they should be entitled to relief 
trom this common fund.” 

‘“*T notice but one thing more in the moral character of this institution. 
Its religious worship is purely theistical. Free Masonry makes many pray- 
ers, but they are prayers offered without the acknowledgment of a Saviour. 
Our Saviour has not told us that we may worship Gop without mentioning 
his name, merely that we may have the privilege of joining in worship 
with his enemies.” 

‘** With these remarks on the imposture and the theistical principles of 
Masonry, we leave it for political men to settle its political bearings. 
Among the other extensive evils in this country, Free Masonry must fall 
before the power and the light of free inquiry. A spirit has gone forth on 
this subject that will not rest till the institution is levelled with the dust. 
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Whatever motives the political party may be actuated by, in opposing it, 
that party, like a battle-axe of the Almighty, has cut down the groves, and 
hewed away, with tremendous power, the outworks of the Masonic temple, 
and opened its boasted sanctum sanctorum to the gaze of vulgar eyes.” 

“In this age of light and inquiry, I think | hear Gop saying, with regard 
to this imposture, ‘My people, come out of her.’ Let Christians, then, as 
they become enlightened on this subject, act openly, and agreeably to their 
convictions, and make a united. public declaration of their purpose, hence- 
forth, to lend their influence aguinst the institution of Free Masonry, but 
at the same time, avoid that uncharitable and anathematizing spirit, whieh 
instead of enlightening, only provokes those who may differ from them on 
this subject.” 


We the undersigned, having formerly associated with the Free Masons, 
deem it our duty, without intending to increase excitement, or to wound the 
feelings of our Masonic brethren, publicly to declare, that the system of Free 
Masonry ts, in our judgment, of a tendency on the whole pernicious to the 


moral habits, and dangerous to the civil and religious institutions of our 
country. 


LEONARD BLEECKER, 2 ,,, York 
LEWIS TAPPAN, 7 
Rev MATTHEW LA RUE PERRINE, D.D. 
Rev. JOEL PARKER, Rochester, 
Rev. CHAUNCEY EDDY, 
HENRY BRADLEY, Esq. (5.0 y 
LEANDER REDDY, eee. 
SAMUEL BUCKINGHAM, 


Errata. Side note, page 76, instead of Free Masons, read 
Free Masonry, roasted. 





